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The Buck Creek Festival is proud to begin its ninth year as one of the leading fund 

raising events in Shelby County and the Birmingham Metropolitan area.   
 
Our event takes place in Old Town Helena, at the Amphitheater Park. Festival goers 

stroll through the shaded booths of over 120 arts and craft vendors that line the creek 
and woods.   Parents have the comfort of kicking back and listening to some phenomenal 
music performed by local artists while watching their children play in the activity area to 
their hearts content.  Food vendors provide a sumptuous array of culinary choices to 
satisfy any appetite.  Our attention to the details and focus on traditional and local acts 
ensure that the experience for both our guests and sponsors will be very positive. 

 
The festival attracts both visitors and crafters/vendors from all over the 

Southern region.  We have had participants from not only Alabama, but also Mississippi, 
Florida, Georgia and Tennessee.  Helena was placed in the top 100 Best Places to live by 
Money magazine in 2007 and 2009 with good cause and we look forward to the opportunity to 
show the surrounding communities why we make that claim.  Our attendance in 2009 was the 
highest to date, exceeding 20,000 people over the two-day event! 

 
This is a family-oriented event that strives to raise funds for local charities.  In the 

first eight  years of the festival, even with the attendance of  Mother Nature (who had the 
wrong dress code memo of raincoats and umbrellas) , we have raised  over $121,000,00 for the 
charities involved.  This success could not be accomplished without the participation of our 
sponsors, who faithfully step up to the plate each year to be involved in a unique event. 

 
This year will take on a special meaning.  Alabama Governor Bob Riley has declared 

2010 the “Year of Alabama Small Towns and Downtowns” Helena is excited to proclaim the 
annual Buck Creek Festival as our homecoming event for this statewide celebration.  We will 
be inviting former residents back to our city for a special weekend of festivities in 
conjunction with the festival and the homecoming event.   

 
We invite you to join us in our celebration this year to have some fun, listen to some 

wonderful music, eat till you are stuffed, watch your winning duck cross the finish line, and 
take part in another successful fund raiser. The following pages list a variety of 
sponsorship levels for different budgets. We can also customize one to suit your needs.  
We realize in these economic times that such a pledge may be difficult to make, and 
appreciate any and all consideration that you may make to our event. Please review this 
material and then contact a committee member at your earliest convenience.  We look 
forward to hearing from you. 
 
Committee members: 
Cris Nelson  Bob Van Loan  Jim Wathen  Brian Peters  Amy Lisenba 
296-6153  972-897-4919  222-1167   613-7320  527-2415 
 
Henry Neff  Ron Holly  Jack Gray  Leigh Hulsey  Mike Clark 
410-9828  410-4496  529-5539  451-2955  613-6368 
 
Bill ginas  JENNIFER RICHARDS 
336-409-3693  965-9611
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Buck Creek Duck Race 
 

This has become one of the premier attractions of the Buck Creek Festival.  We have 
ducks from across the country vying for an opportunity to train and compete with the elite 
of this sport.   

 
Approximately four weeks prior to the race, ducks are searching for sponsors for 

the race.  Ducks can be sponsored for $5.00 per duck.  A flock can be sponsored for $25.00 
and the sponsor will receive a free “2010 Buck Creek Festival” t-shirt. SafeHouse of Shelby 
County will be working with the athletes to achieve the sponsor fees so each duck can 
enter the race.  The money is used for training, feed, lodging, etc (uniforms are optional) 
for the ducks. 
 

Many of these ducks have raced this course before and are aware of the pitfalls of 
the dam, current, rocks, etc. to make it to the finish line.  Be assured that the athletes must 
uphold certain ethical standards.  Any ducks found cheating including the use of 
enhancement drugs, flying, swimming under water, or unsportsmanlike conduct will be 
disqualified. We had some troubles in the past with some contestants enjoying the water, 
sunshine and distracting the other contestants which extended the race time.   The trouble 
makers were reprimanded and penalized for their behavior. 
 

The race begins above the dam of Buck Creek in Old Town Helena. It is an anxious time 
for the contestants and their sponsors alike. Parents and children of all ages gather on 
the island below the dam and line the edges of the creek to cheer the ducks to the finish 
line.   
 

First, second, and third place winners are identified.  After the winners are 
established, the challenge will be to corral the slower ducks.  We have an expert team of 
duck wranglers that are waiting at the finish line to round up the strays and make sure 
there are no escapees. 

 
All proceeds from the Buck Creek Duck Race will benefit SafeHouse of Shelby 

County.   
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Children’s Activity Area 
 

The fun starts in the back of the park on Saturday with the Children’s Activity Area 
which benefits the Helena Kiwanis Club.  Early in the morning you can see the inflatable rides 
take shape, and if you look closely enough you may even see some committee members “doing 
quality control” to verify that each child will have fun on the particular ride (sometimes 
they are tested twice).   

 
The Kiwanis Club will sell armbands for $5.00 each at the park entrance and in the 

Children’s Activity Area.  This will allow the children to play all day in the area.  This charity 
works hard for the children in the community and has built a premier playground in Joe 
Tucker Park where “All Kids”, regardless of a handicap, can enjoy being a child.   
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Media Sponsor 
$10,000.00 

(Minimum Contribution) 
 

Benefits of Sponsorship 
 

• Media Sponsors have exclusivity for their trade for event sponsorship. 

• The festival logo and Media Sponsor designation may be used in Sponsor’s 2010 marketing and 

public relations programs. 

• Media Sponsor’s Logo with Hyperlink featured in a premier position on the Buck Creek Festival 

Website. 

• Sponsorship announced in all press releases sent to news and entertainment media. 

• Media Sponsor’s name incorporated into all new media coverage and advertising. 

• Media Sponsor featured in the Helena Newsletter. 

• Media Sponsor’s name included in special Buck Creek Festival Edition insert of the Birmingham 

News. 

• Media Sponsor’s logo included on all printed 2010 Buck Creek Festival materials. 

• Media Sponsor’s logo included on printed 2010 Buck Creek Festival t-shirts. 

• Twenty (25) VIP passes for admission to the VIP hospitality tent. 

• Media Sponsor receives (20) 2010 Buck Creek Festival t-shirts 

• Media Sponsor’s banner (s) placed in key areas of the park. 

• Media Sponsor will have a prominent exhibit booth space on-site.  

• Media Sponsor announced at the Entertainment Pavilion acknowledging participation before 

each act. 

 

 
For More Information e-mail:  bcfestival@bellsouth.net or contact a committee member. 
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Presenting Sponsor 
$5,000.00 

(Minimum Contribution) 
 

Benefits of Sponsorship 
 

• The festival logo and Presenting Sponsor designation may be used in Sponsor’s 2010 

marketing and public relations programs. 

• Presenting Sponsor’s Logo with Hyperlink featured in a premier position on the Buck Creek 

Festival Website. 

• Sponsorship announced in all press releases sent to news and entertainment media. 

• Presenting Sponsor’s name incorporated into all new media coverage and advertising. 

• Presenting Sponsor featured in the Helena Newsletter. 

• Presenting Sponsor’s name included in special Buck Creek Festival Edition insert of the 

Birmingham News. 

• Presenting Sponsor’s logo included on all printed 2010 Buck Creek Festival materials. 

• Presenting Sponsor’s logo included on printed 2010 Buck Creek Festival t-shirts. 

• Twenty (20) VIP passes for admission to the VIP hospitality tent. 

• Presenting Sponsor receives (15) 2010 Buck Creek Festival t-shirts 

• Presenting Sponsor’s banner (s) placed in key areas of the park. 

• Presenting Sponsor will have a prominent exhibit booth space on-site.  

• Presenting Sponsors announced at the Entertainment Pavilion acknowledging company 

sponsorship before each act. 

 

 
For More Information e-mail:  bcfestival@bellsouth.net or contact A COMMITTEE MEMBER. 
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Official Sponsor 
$1,000.00 

(Minimum Contribution) 
 
Benefits of Sponsorship 
 

• The festival logo and Official Sponsor designation may be used in Sponsor’s 2010 marketing 

and public relations programs. 

• Official Sponsor’s name incorporated into all new media coverage and advertising. 

• Official Sponsor featured in the Helena Newsletter. 

• Twelve (12) VIP passes for admission to the VIP hospitality tent.  

• Official Sponsor’s name included in special Buck Creek Festival Edition insert of the 

Birmingham News. 

• Official Sponsor’s logo included on all printed 2010 Buck Creek Festival materials. 

• Official Sponsor’s logo included on printed 2010 Buck Creek Festival t-shirts. 

• Official Sponsor’s name listed throughout the 2010 Buck Creek Festival Web page on the City 

Website. 

• Official Sponsor will have a prominent exhibit booth space on-site.  

• Official Sponsor receives (10) 2010 Buck Creek Festival t-shirts 

• Official Sponsor announced at the Entertainment Pavilion acknowledging company 

sponsorship before each act. 

 

 

For More Information e-mail:  bcfestival@bellsouth.net or contact A COMMITTEE MEMBER
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Activity Sponsor 

$500.00 
(Minimum Contribution) 

 
 
Benefits of Sponsorship 
 

• The festival logo may be used in Sponsor’s 2010 marketing and public relations programs. 

• Activity Sponsor listed in the Helena Newsletter. 

• Six (6) VIP passes for admission to the VIP hospitality tent.  

• Activity Sponsor’s name showcased in the 2010 Buck Creek Festival Newsletter distributed to 

residents as they enter the park. 

• Activity Sponsor’s name listed on the Sponsor page of the 2010 Buck Creek Festival Website. 

• Activity Sponsor receives exhibit booth space on-site 

• Activity Sponsor receives (4) 2010 Buck Creek Festival t-shirts 

• Activity Sponsor’s name listed at the activity section of the park.  

 

 

 
 
 
For More Information e-mail:  bcfestival@bellsouth.net or CONTACT A COMMITTEE MEMBER. 
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Contributing Sponsor 

$250.00 
(Minimum Contribution) 

 
 
Benefits of Sponsorship 
 

• Contributing Sponsor listed in the Helena Newsletter. 

• Contributing Sponsor’s name listed on the Sponsor page of the 2010 Buck Creek Festival 

Website. 

• Contributing Sponsor receives (2) 2010 Buck Creek Festival t-shirts 

 

 

 
 
 

For More Information e-mail:  bcfestival@bellsouth.net or contact A COMMITTEE MEMBER
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Yes, I would like to participate as a sponsor of the 
 

 2010 Buck Creek Festival 

DEADLINE MARCH 1, 2010 
 
Media Sponsor  -  $10,000+   
Presenting Sponsor -  $ 5,000+   
Official Sponsor  -  $ 1,000+   
Activity Sponsor   -  $    500+  
Contributing Sponsor  -  $    250+  
Please contact me ASAP about a 
Customized sponsorship level    
 

Sponsor Name : _________________________________________________________ 
Contact Person: __________________________________________________________ 
Address:  __________________________________________________________ 
Phone:  __________________________________________________________ 
Fax:   __________________________________________________________ 
E-Mail:  __________________________________________________________ 
Signature:  __________________________________________________________ 

 
□ Bill Me  □ Check Enclosed 

 
Sponsor’s Logo needs to be submitted as soon as commitment is made to be included in all 
Buck Creek Festival promotional materials. 
 
Note:  If offering In-Kind Sponsorship, please briefly describe below (additional pages may 
be used)  
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Post Office Box 23 
Helena, AL  35080 
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Who Are We???? 
 
Helena Buck Creek Festival 
 
Located: Helena Amphitheater Park 
 
Hosted by: The Helena Business & Professional Association, Inc. (HBPA) 
 
Tax Status: The HBPA is a 501 ( c ) 6 not for profit corporation.  This means we are not a 
charitable organization and any sponsorship funds are deductible as “advertising” and not 
a contribution.   
 
Demographics: The Buck Creek Festival attracts all ages to the event.  We have music 
and activities for the young to the youngest at heart all day long. 
 
Cost:  FREE! 
 
Website: www.buckcreekfestival.com 
 
Our goals: Showcase the areas talented artists to a new fan base. 
  Provide a day fun for the whole family. 

Promote the City of Helena and its surrounding natural resources and 
businesses to our guests at the event. 
Raise awareness and funds for the festival charities. 
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We are including in our package SOME statistics for our website.  The 2008 Buck Creek 
Festival was the first year for our full blown web page.   The committee knew what we 
wanted to get from the site, but we were surprised at the response.  CURRENTLY, We have 
HAD over 14,000 visits, 10,100 were 1st time viewers.  We wanted the website to be one where you 
would check back and see the updates, the schedules, listen to the bands, check out our 
sponsors, etc.  The average time on the site was 2:45 minutes.   

 
The TOP STATES FOR CONTACT REFERRALS WERE Alabama (OBVIOUSLY), Georgia, New York, 

FLORIDA, Tennessee, California, Texas, Illinois AND Ohio.  The ONLY 2 STATES THAT DID NOT 
ORIGINATE WEB TRAFFIC WERE Maine AND south Dakota.  We ARE PLEASANTLY SURPRISED BY 
THESE RESULTS. 

 
The web address is listed on every advertisement for the event and we are hopeful 

that our sponsors will find that this site is also promoting their website.  All sponsors are 
posted on the site as soon as they commit to the event so that they can maximize all 
promotional opportunities associated with sponsoring the 2010 Buck Creek Festival. 

 
 


